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he can retire with the comfort of know-
ing that it is well-earned.

HONORING SENATOR J. BENNETT
JOHNSTON

Mr. EXON. Mr. President, it is with
great pleasure that I rise today to sa-
lute my departing colleague and dear
friend from Louisiana, Senator BEN-
NETT JOHNSTON.

It has been a sheer pleasure to serve
for the past 18 years with BENNETT
JOHNSTON. Since the time I came to the
U.S. Senate in 1979, I have always ad-
mired BENNETT’s determination and
rugged individualism. BENNETT JOHN-
STON possesses many of the qualities
that make this institution great, not
the least of which is his ability to com-
promise.

Some have called him the master of
compromise. I, for one, have always ad-
mired his ability to work both sides of
the aisle. And as we all know too well,
a willingness to look past partisan dif-
ferences is something of precious com-
modity in the Senate these days.

Whether it was oil and gas price de-
regulation, the Supercollider, the
Tongass National Forest, or nuclear
waste disposal, BENNETT always delved
deep into the heart of the matter re-
gardless of how complex or controver-
sial. While we may not have always
agreed on the issues, I have always
known I could rely on him, time and
again, for his wise and fair counsel.
And, I did.

For over two decades BENNETT JOHN-
STON has been a dedicated public serv-
ant to the great State of Louisiana. As
the Nation moves toward the new mil-
lennium, his service to this body and
this country will not be forgotten.

I salute BENNETT JOHNSTON, and Pat
and I wish him all the best for the fu-
ture.

————

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR BILL
BRADLEY

Mr. EXON. Mr. President, it is with
great pleasure that I rise today to pay
tribute to the senior Senator from New
Jersey, BILL BRADLEY, who will be re-
tiring at the end of this Congress. Sen-
ator BRADLEY and I were elected to
Congress in the same year, 1978, and it
has been a great pleasure and an honor
to have served three terms in the Sen-
ate with him.

Senator BRADLEY has distinguished
himself as a thoughtful and outspoken
leader on the issues of tax reform, edu-
cation, community revitalization and
crime reduction. He has also been a
vocal critic of wasteful Government
spending. Senator BRADLEY and I share
a keen interest in fiscal responsibility
and concerns about the impact of the
debt and deficit situation on our Na-
tion’s future. I was pleased to have the
opportunity to work closely with Sen-
ator BRADLEY on line-item veto legisla-
tion. A form of this legislation was
signed into law this year and I believe
it is a crucial step toward eliminating
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wasteful spending and keeping us on
the path of deficit reduction.

I commend BILL BRADLEY for his
hard work in the Senate and his con-
tribution to our Nation. I expect that
he will continue to participate in the
debate over important public policy
issues. Pat and I wish him success in
all his future endeavors.

———
TRIBUTE TO SENATOR ALAN
SIMPSON
Mr. EXON. Mr. President, I rise

today to say a few words regarding the
retirement of the senior Senator from
Wyoming, our own ALAN SIMPSON. It
all came back to me last evening when
my neighboring State Senator came by
a reception honoring me, adding his
usual good humor and sincerity.

ALAN SIMPSON was first elected to
the Senate in the same year as me and
I have been honored to serve in this
body with him for the past 18 years.
Senator SIMPSON has served the people
of Wyoming through his hard work and
dedicated efforts in matters of impor-
tance to his constituents and the
American people. I am sure he will be
missed by the people of Wyoming and
his colleagues in the Senate.

Through his service on the Judiciary
Committee, ALAN SIMPSON has been the
Senate’s leading force in reforming our
immigration laws. His common sense
approach to immigration reform has
been vital to cracking down on illegal
immigration. The highlight of the 1986
reform bill was a provision which made
it unlawful for an employer to hire an
illegal immigrant. For many years, I
worked to place into law another com-
mon sense measure to prohibit illegal
immigrants from receiving Federal
benefits and I appreciate Senator SIMP-
SON’s support of my efforts.

Despite his moderate and bipartisan
approach, Senator SIMPSON has been
the target of criticism from groups on
both sides of the immigration issue.
ALAN SIMPSON’s willingness to push
forward in the face of strong opposition
from many tells a lot about how seri-
ously he takes his position as a public
servant. Without his determination, I
doubt we would have been able this
year to adopt such a strong, yet fair,
bill to crack down on illegal immigra-
tion with such overwhelming bipar-
tisan support. This legislation will
serve as yet another testament to Sen-
ator SIMPSON’s dedicated efforts to
bring illegal immigration under con-
trol.

ALAN SIMPSON, while always fighting
for what he felt was right and never
being shy about speaking up, will also
surely be remembered for his efforts to
highlight the looming financial crisis
that is facing our Federal entitlement
programs. I strongly believe that the
disintegration of bipartisan coopera-
tion has seriously weakened the ability
of this body to tackle the most dif-
ficult issues facing our Nation and has
led to far too many ill feelings. Senator
SIMPSON, while undoubtedly a true con-
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servative, has been willing to go
against the majority of his party on
major issues while remaining true to
himself and his constituents.

Pat and I commend Senator Alan
SIMPSON for his dedicated public serv-
ice over the years and wish him the
very best in his retirement.

——————

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR MARK
HATFIELD

Mr. EXON. Mr. President, a record
number of our colleagues are retiring
from the Senate this year. I am among
those who have voluntarily decided to
not return and I do so knowing how
much I will miss the nearly day-to-day
contact with many of the great states-
men and women our country has
known.

I consider Senator MARK HATFIELD
among this pantheon of accomplished
public servants. While some may speak
highly of Senator HATFIELD for his
length of service to Oregon and the Na-
tion as a whole, I have been most im-
pressed by the strength of conviction
he has brought to his job of U.S. Sen-
ator over the past 30 years. The fire of
purpose has burned brightly and con-
sistently within Senator HATFIELD dur-
ing this time and, on so many occa-
sions too numerous to recount here,
Senator HATFIELD’s voice has been the
voice of the forgotten, the weak, and
the disenfranchised.

The steadfast humanity and moral
judgment Senator HATFIELD has dis-
played transcends political affiliation
or partisan alignment. From what I
have observed of him during my own 18
years in the Senate, I would sum up
MARK HATFIELD’s credo in a simple and
straightforward way: Senator MARK
HATFIELD has committed his energies
to the betterment of all persons
through the fight against the destruc-
tive forces of war, disease, ignorance
and want. This raising of the human
condition, this crusade against need-
less suffering and the ravages of man-
kind’s self-destructive tendencies, has
been MARK HATFIELD’s rich legacy to
the Nation and the world.

Above all else, I salute him for his
unswerving dedication against heavy
odds at times to his dedication to end
nuclear testing, and without his stead-
fast leadership the treaty that was
signed yesterday at the United Nations
in New York would not have come to
pass.

I was there, and many people came
up to me and talked about this great
accomplishment. To each and every
one of them I said I wished Senate du-
ties would have allowed MARK HAT-
FIELD to be there along with myself
and Senator PELL. I know he was in-
vited.

At year’s end, he will leave this insti-
tution a lion among his peers. But lest
anyone be fooled, beneath the chiseled
and proud visage of this lion is the true
source of his strength, a compassionate
heart that has kept him humble and
grounded, his path straight, his words
true, and his conviction undiminished.
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